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 How times have changed! 
 How the memory works 
 Revision techniques and planning 
 Accessing reports  
 Homework 
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 He said "The system 
we propose will be 
tougher, but clearer 
and fairer.  

 "It will be more 
intelligible to users, 
better than O 
Levels, and better 
than CSE.  

 "It will stretch the 
able more and 
stretch the average 
more."  
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 Those images originate from before 
1981 

 If you are under the age of 36, born 
1981 or after, you will never have 
experienced a completely LINEAR 
examination system-either been 
taught in a linear system, or been a 
parent in a linear exam world....until 
now! 
 



 English Language – One exam 
worth 60% of assessment, plus 
40% Controlled assessment 
 Maths – Two 1¾ hr exams 
 Science – Three 1 hr exams  plus 
ISA (25%) 
 Spanish – Two exams plus 60% 
CA 
 RE – Two exams 
 Product Design – One exam plus 
60% CA 
 History – Two exams plus 25% CA 
 Drama – No exam, 100% 
practical assessment with written 
elements 
 He already had English literature 
from last year 
• TOTAL NUMBER OF EXAMS - 13 
• TOTAL EXAM LENGTH - 18¾ 
HRs 
51% of his GCSEs was controlled 
assessment-already in the bag! 

• English Language - Two 1¾ hr exams 

• English Literature – One 2¼ hr exam, one 1¾ hr exam 

• Maths – Three 1½ hr exams 

• Combined Science - Six 1¼ hr exams 

• Spanish – One 45 min exam, one 1hr exam, one 1¼ hr exam, plus 
25% NEA (non exam assessment) 

• RE - Two 1¾ hr exams 

• Product Design – One 2 hr exam (50%), plus 50% NEA 

• History – Two 1¾ hr exams 

• Drama – One 1 ¾ hr exam (40%), plus 60% NEA 

• TOTAL NUMBER OF EXAMS - 22 

• TOTAL EXAM LENGTH - 33 HRS 

Only 13.5% of her GCSEs are non-exam based 
assessment 



• In addition to the number of exams, the style of 
questions has changed 
 In the past, question styles were predictable. It was 

easier to ‘teach to the test’-now students need to 
apply their learning in different contexts. 

Students will need to think through questions and 
understand the core concepts, the concepts behind 
them. 
• Higher order thinking skills, critical thinking, 
problem solving 
• Not learning of facts, but training the mind to 
think-learn-remember-retrieve-apply. 



A bit like ‘binge watching’, 
Steve-with his 18 hours of exams- could probably have 

got away with some binge learning –good old 
fashioned cramming-two weeks last minute revision, 
10 days of crazy after school revision classes just 
before the exam..and a  clutch of revision guides. Job 
done! 

But this approach can’t work for your children! 
There’s too much content! 

They need to consume their learning the ‘old fashioned’ 
way-one chapter a week, taking  months to watch a 
complete season, having to remember what 
happened in the last episode... ‘effortful retrieval’.   
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 vvv 

A bit like binge watching 
Breaking Bad box set…. 

As opposed to watching over a number 
of weeks, remembering what happened 
last time, having to work out who shot 
JR…. 



A bit like 
binge 
watching box 
sets…. Or binge 

drinking…. 

https://www.ndtv.com/food/teenage-binge-drinking-excessive-alcohol-may-alter-memory-1727005
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This can 
only lead 

to 
overload … 

‘ I’m too 
stressed to 
do this….’ 



 

You will still 
feel the 

pressure-
that’s 

unavoidable. 
But this way, 

you feel in 
control of the 

situation! 



M ake 
A 
D ifference 



• Developing good learning ‘habits’ 
• Reviewing and revisiting their learning 
• More ‘independent’ learners 
• Supported with strategies that help them to retain 

information 
• Using time at home, outside the classroom, to revise 

and review on a regular basis 
 

HANDOUT 





DOES YOUR CHILD: 
1) Have a regular study routine? 
2) Talk to you about their learning? 
3) Plan their time? 
4) Have a balanced diet? 
5) Get at least 8 hours sleep every night? 
6) Know when you are pleased with their 

efforts? 



 When should my child’s revision plan begin? 
 As early as possible – now if they haven’t 

already started. 
 
 Should they plan when exactly in the day 

they’ll revise? 
 Not necessarily but getting it out of the way 

rather than putting it off is a good strategy. 
Think – a working day is usually until about 
5.30pm or 6pm, so completing 2 to 3 hours 
after 3.05pm would be good. 



 How much revision should they plan for each 
day? 

 Becoming stressed and unhappy won’t help. 
It’s about quality rather than quantity – 2 
hours  of productive, efficient revision on a 
regular basis will initially be sufficient. 

 How much do you have to revise to be 
successful? 

 How long is a piece of string? When your child 
feels confident and competent they have 
probably done enough. 



How can I help my child revise?  
 Try to give them a quiet space to work. You may 

need to remove distractions! 
 Check that they have made a revision ticklist for 

each subject. 
 Ask to see what revision resources they have made 

(to ensure they have done ‘active’ revision) 
 Offer to ‘test’ them with questions 
 Help them mark past paper questions when they 

have done them. Work together to make a list of 
the topics they need to go back to. 

 



Subject Quantify your revision (list all 
the topics in each subject) 

Prioritise your revision (which 
topics need most work?)  

Maths 

English Language 

English Literature 

Philosophy and 
Ethics 

Science – Biology 

Science – Chemistry 

Science - Physics 

Option 

Option 

Option 

Option 



Topic Checklist 
done 

Notes 
done 

Revision 
resource 

Tested Tested Exam 
Qs 

Exam 
Qs 

Exam 
Qs 

Bonding 

Rates 

Moles 

Acids & 
bases 

Electrolysis 

Analysis 

Reversible 
reactions 

Polymers 

Nano 
science 

Revision ticklist: Chemistry Unit 2 

Topic checklists will be provided in every subject week 
beginning 22nd October 



http://learningfundamentals.com.au/resources/


http://learningau.wordpress.com/2012/06/03/index-cards-spotted-in-the-wild/




Visually you can .... 
 
Recopy notes in colours, 

colour-code posters      
or revision cards 
 

Organise or reorganise 
notes using columns, 
categories, tables etc.  
 

Write/rewrite facts on post-
it-notes or posters, put 
on the walls, and look 
at them often  
 

Write facts onto index 
cards, test yourself / get 
someone to test you 
e.g. on the bus or whilst 
waiting for dinner 

 
Use visual mnemonics or 

diagrams 
 

Watch TV/videos/ 
animations of key 
topics 
 

Remember locations of 
places/posters in a 
room 

Or make it active! 
 
Copy notes several  

times to help 
organise your ideas 

 
Make charts, grids, 

timelines & 
diagrams. Do this 
several times & see 
if you can re-draw 
from memory 

 
When reading facts, 

trace key words 
with your finger, or 
mark them with a 
highlighter 
 

Re-enact situations e.g. 
the part of the 
lesson when you 
learned the fact 
 

Make revision cards or 
posters 

 
Make 3D models, 

collages or games 

Listening strategies include... 
 
Discuss the topic with a friend 

immediately after the lesson 
 
Try doing/discussing homework 

with friend(s) e.g. in the 
library, at homework club, 
on the internet or phone. 

 
Record yourself reading your 

notes, and listen to this 
several times 

 
Say facts over and over. Walking 

and talking might help.  
 
Set information to rhyme, 

rhythm,  mnemonics or 
music. 

 
Imagine different voices telling 

you facts; create a script or 
act out a play 

 
Use TV/video/radio clips that 

explain the topic 
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 This grade is NOT intended to make students feel 
stressed or anxious 

 It is an indicator of what they could achieve 
 They may exceed that aim high grade 
 They may not quite reach it in some subject areas 

 

They only have to 
concentrate on doing 
their best! 









 



Every parent has a pin code to log in.  
showmyhomework.co.uk/signup 
Please email  

agriffiths@chapelhigh.org.uk 
 if you do not know your code. 
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 Revision techniques – 2hr workshop 
Wednesday 6th February 

 Students’ mock exam timetables issued w/c 
11th February 

 Students’ revision content w/c 11th February 
 Parents’ evening 13th March 
 Exams start week beginning 1st April 
 Results will be available with full written 

reports w/c 20th May 
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